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SCHOOL DAY TIMES 

 

8:25am  

 Entry Bell 

 

8::35-10::15am 

 Learning Block 

 

10:15-10:45am 

 Recess 

 

10:45am-12:25pm 

 Learning Block 

 

12:25-1:25pm 

 Lunch 

 

1:05-3:05pm 

 Learning Block 

 

3:05pm  

 Dismissal 

A Message from the Administrative Team 

February was a very busy month at Buttonville. Students were engaged in a wide vari-
ety of activities both in and outside of their classrooms. Our students participated in 
many events such as celebrating Lunar New Year, Black History Month and raising 
awareness against Anti-Bullying on our Day of Pink. Our Grade 8’s also went to Ottawa 
for their graduation trip. Thank you to our staff for all their efforts and commitment. 

This year the board’s focus areas for improvement: are: modern learning, math and 
mental health. As a school we continue to engage in professional learning. Currently 
many of our staff are participating in a Stanford Math Course. We are learning different 
ways to approach mathematics with our students. We will be learning more about 
pedagogical documentation in order to provide a variety of assessment opportunities 
for our students in the area of modern learning.  As a staff we are learning different 
ways to support mental health, some things we are exploring are activities around 
mindfulness and healthy living.    

We are in the process of organizing for the next school year. If you know you will be 
moving out of the Buttonville area, please let the office know as it is important for us to 
have accurate student enrollment numbers to determine staffing.  

Thank you to our school council for providing hot chocolate to our students once again 
this month. This warm, sweet treat was appreciated by everyone.  

We would like to wish everyone a safe and relaxing March Break with family and 
friends. 

 

Asha Rathod       Shelley Anand 

Principal               Vice Principal 

 A Message from School Council 

Only a few more weeks until spring vacation, even though it has felt like spring the last 

few weeks!!  But before we break for the holiday, please don’t forget our monthly 

lunches.  Pasta from Mother’s Deli is scheduled for Tuesday March 7th, Mr. Sub is 

scheduled for Tuesday March 21st, and Greek food from Mother’s Deli is scheduled 

for Tuesday March 28
th
.  Also the sale of popcorn & cookies will be happening for $1 

each on Thursday March 9th and Thursday March 30th at lunch time. Please note if 

school buses are cancelled due to the weather conditions, these lunches as well 

as pizza will be cancelled and rescheduled at a later date!! 

We would like to thank all the school council volunteers that came in once again to 

help serve hot chocolate to all the children at recess on Friday February 10
th
.  We 

hope the children enjoyed it as much as we did!!  As a preventative measure, we have 

also arranged another visit from The Lice Lady on March 27
th
 & 28

th
 to see the stu-

dents. We hope everyone has a great March Break! Our next meeting is scheduled for 

Wednesday April 26th at 6:30 pm in the library, all are welcome. 

Sincerely, 

Kerry Mallett and Neely Noticewala 
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Curriculum Corner 

It is very important both to listen to children read aloud and to continue to read to them even after they become inde-

pendent, fluent readers. There are many different ways of reading together: taking turns reading pages, reading in unison 

and stopping to talk throughout the reading. Children choose books about topics that interest them, and your interest in 

the same books will lead to rich conversations that will build talking and listening skills.  -Ministry of Education1 

Tips For Supporting Reading Comprehension 

 Go back and reread. 

 Read ahead to clarify meaning. 

 Identify what it is you don’t understand: a word, a sentence or a concept/big idea 

 If it is an unknown word read beyond it and see if the meaning is clarified or think about the text and infer 

what the word may be about 

 If it is a sentence in a picture book, look at the pictures 

 Keep sticky notes with you as you read, write down any questions that come to your mind as you read, 

write down any connections that you make  

 ~Adapted From 7 Keys To Comprehension~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that 60% of the power used by a computer is by the monitor! The other 40% is used to keep 
your hard drive spinning and to power the electronics. In fact less energy is consumed when computers and 
monitors are turned off (as often as required) than when left on over time. All electronic devices use more en-

ergy when left on, as opposed to being turned on and off as needed.      

 

 

 

 

All students in Grades 3 and 6 will be participating in the 2017 Provincial Assess-
ment of Reading, Writing and Mathemat- ics this Spring. Please avoid withdrawing 
your child for holidays or making appointments for your child during the school day between May 23rd and 

June 5th, 2017. We will communicate further information regarding the assessments in the near future.  

ECO Corner 

  EQAO for Grade 3 and 6 
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 Math  

Buttonville’s Lego club is off and running! Students in grades 4-6 have been  creatively problem solving, col-
laborating and building a variety of structures during our time together. Students are given weekly challenges 
to plan, design and build structures including cars, amusement parks, roller coasters, fun houses, and many 
different simple machines using the principles of science covered in the Ontario Curriculum. A group of four 
students will represent Buttonville Public School in early March at the YorK Region Skill Challenge at Seneca 

Col-

lege.  

 

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

 Buttonville Lego Club 

 

Buttonville’s Grade 7’s have been extra busy with a patterning math challenge. The students started with an explo-
ration of Pascal's triangle and realized that when they coloured the odd and even numbers it created a Sierpinski's 
triangle. From that they created a 3D replica of Sierpinski's triangle and talked about the patterns within. The stu-
dents are very eager to grow this pattern exponentially and create a second, third and fourth extra-large tetrahe-
dron. Our students will be trying to create a tetrahedron four times the size!  
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Me to We  -  Valentine sales  

The month of February was busy for our Me to We student leaders. We sold about $700 worth of rafikis, 

which allowed us to donate $350 for our chosen area of focus; health care in Kenya. We see many students 

wearing the beautiful coloured necklaces and deeply appreciate the enthusiasm with which the students par-

ticipated in this fund raiser. Additionally, our student leaders visited every classroom to ensure that each stu-

dent received a personalized appreciation card for Valentin'e Day. From Kindergarten to the Intermediates, 

we had wonderful messages to share with each other. Our students really know the meaning of sharing and 

caring! We are the change.  

Our Student Equity Team has been hard at work leading Lunar New Year and African Heritage workshops this month! 

In total, they will have led 14 workshops to a variety of primary and junior classes. The workshops range from dragon 

mask making and chopstick lessons to African drumming, lessons on traditional spices, and inclusive art activities. Spe-

cial thanks to our Student Equity Team leaders who have used their recesses and own time to create and lead the 

workshops!  

Student Equity Team  

Library News  

Library is a busy place at Buttonville. Our students have been learning and playing chess at morning recess. 
It's amazing to watch the proficient players gently and patiently instruct and guide the inexperienced or 
newer players. Their behaviour exemplifies the Tribes focus of our school, which is students helping students 
regardless of age or grade. They participate with each out of a love for chess and a desire to support others 

who do as well. 

 

 

Also, our Maker Space is now open and accommodating classes and groups of students as they explore a 
variety of resources to creatively find solutions to challenges posed by the teachers and each other. We will 
be including more classes in the coming months. It's fantastic to see how each group uses the space and 

materials in different ways and to watch the students combine their ideas and talents.  

We have added quite a few new books to our collection, in part as a result of money raised through Book Fair, and now have 
a substantial number of books about First Nations themes, social justice concerns, book sets for classroom use and graphic 
novels. In an effort to meet the ever changing needs and interests of our Buttonville students, we have created a library sur-

vey which students will be completing. The information will be used to inform future purchases and programming.  
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Hot Chocolate  Sales  

 

Thank you to our School Council  for organizing our Hot Chocolate Day! Our students enjoyed the warm 

treat. 

 

In order to provide information for Board and School planning, the fourth administration of the YRDSB 

School Climate Survey for Students will be conducted from March 20 to April 28, 2017. The survey is 

aligned with the BIPSA, and also fulfills the Ontario Ministry of Education’s mandate to conduct surveys 

related to school climate. It will include questions related to Math, Modern Learning, Mental Health and 

Well-Being, Equity, and Safety. This survey provides an important opportunity for student voice, and re-

sults will be used to guide planning to support student achievement and well-being.  

 

Student Surveys  



   6 

 

The Grade 8s recently spent three days in Ottawa where they engaged in a variety of educational activities including 
visiting the Diefenbunker, Canadian War Museum, and Parliament. The lucky Grade 8s also got to take part in a vari-
ety of winter activities including dog sledding, tubing, horse drawn sleigh rides to name a few. Special thanks to Ms. 
Turner, Ms. Waldman, Ms. Sellors, Mr. Davies, and Ms. Angel for accompanying the students on this overnight trip.  

 Earth Hour  -  March  25, 2017 

Earth Hour began in 2007 in Sydney, Australia and quickly grew to a global phenomenon. By 2009 Earth 
Hour grew to over 4,000 cities, including 73 national capitals and nine of the world’s 10 most populated cities. 
In Canada over half of the Canadian adult population (over 10 million people) switched off their lights! The 
goal is to get as many individuals and businesses as possible to turn off their lights for one hour to raise 
awareness about climate change and demonstrate that people are ready to take personal action. Everyone in 
Canada is encouraged to participate in Earth Hour, it is a simple way to show that you want to be part of the 
solution and sends a powerful message to others that, together our small actions can make a big difference. 
Earth Hour is a straight-forward way for York Region’s municipalities and citizens to take action and celebrate 
our existing efforts to fight climate change. Take this opportunity to spend time with family and friends cele-
brating Earth Hour. Find creative ways to spend an hour in the dark. For more information and ideas visit 

www.earthhourcanada.org.  

 

Grade 8 Grad Trip 

https://www.earthhour.org/
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Student absences have increased recently within several schools in York Region, related to illnesses with 

respiratory and enteric symptoms. 

To protect staff, students and families from getting ill, remember to: 

 Stay at home when you are sick, and keep your child home if they are sick 

 Keep healthy by eating healthy foods, being physically active and ensuring your immunizations are up

-to-date, including the seasonal flu shot 

 Avoid close contact with people who are sick 

 Wash your hands often with soap and water or using an alcohol-based hand sanitizer when soap and 

water are not available 

 Cough and sneeze into your sleeve or a tissue, not your hand, and throw away used tissues immedi-

ately 

 Avoid touching your face 

 Clean and disinfect common surfaces 

Symptoms of respiratory and/or enteric illness can include: 

 Headache 

 Chills 

 Fever (over 38 degrees Celsius or 100 degrees Fahrenheit) 

 Muscle aches and fatigue 

 Runny nose 

 Sneezing 

 Sore throat 

 Watery eyes 

 Loss of appetite 

 Nausea and vomiting 

 Diarrhea 

If you or your child are sick and do not improve, contact your health care provider. 

Many viruses are commonly active at this time of year, for example norovirus and influenza (flu). Both viruses 

are very contagious and can be spread by contact with contaminated surfaces, such as door knobs or eating 

utensils. For more information, read the norovirus and flu fact sheets online at the following links: 

Norovirus fact sheet 

Flu fact sheet 

 Public Health-Respiratory and Enteric Illness 

http://bit.ly/YRnorovirus
http://bit.ly/YRflufacts
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Upcoming Dates / Events 

Mar 1, 8, 22, 29 Pizza Day 

Mar 7  Mother’s Deli Lunch 

Mar 9, 23 Popcorn & Cookie Sales 

Mar 9 Ski Trip for Grades 6 to 8 

Mar 13 to 17 March Break—NO SCHOOL 

Mar 21 Mr. Sub Lunch 

Mar 28 Greek Lunch 

Mar 28 Lice Crew 2nd Check 

 Mar 31 Lice Crew 2nd Check for Absentees 

 April 3 Graduation Photo Day For Senior Kindergarten and Gr. 8’s 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=AjkTZPRiqkdOeM&tbnid=O_TCoXVAokAvVM&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clker.com%2Fclipart-popcorn-2.html&ei=Bq_tUqDkFYvQqAH7y4HgDw&psig=AFQjCNFsxL4e4wKw0FtBLhW_BAXf_xh6dA&ust=1391394950467039
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=WHaL2y4F31Ej-M&tbnid=S_ryWi9G87VkUM&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clker.com%2Fclipart-chocolate-chip-cookie.html&ei=UK_tUs-qD9LKqQHbkICwDw&psig=AFQjCNE-9Nz_j4hp89N1dgQ-2QH__-onbg&ust=13913
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=BKnmWAnOp3lNRM&tbnid=tOxJEPT5Nno-fM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.subdude.us%2F&ei=ubDtUpT7MIOgqgGl84CwDw&bvm=bv.60444564,d.aWM&psig=AFQjCNG9Hr0JKNw17p8gGIr3YPdX53DQ
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=xbP35Ryb8QPezM&tbnid=3dDS1SQc8E_aVM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart0.com%2Fclipart-of-children%2F&ei=RbLtUsOjO4j8qwGJ54C4Dw&bvm=bv.60444564,d.aWM&psig=AFQjCNGw8YVM
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiq_snqlJjKAhVFcz4KHcE2ALkQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dine.to%2Fmrgreek15williamkitchen&psig=AFQjCNFxhebomAlj8XR6x1LZbJX4aIwaXA&ust=1452271958182197

